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Cutting from "Daily Worker" re CHAPLIN

Copy of telegram to S, L.O. Washington re CHAPLIN

Cutting from "World News and Views" re CHAPLIN
Cutting from "Challenge",

received from SeLeOsWashington re CHAPLIN

Reference P.lle 710549

F*Fm( 2}@--1 \ |




20.10.52 Letter and Report re CHAPLIN from American Kmba ssy

22.10.52, B.1l. note to B.4.D. re possible references to CHAPLIN in PRAVDA.

10-

24410+ 52, From Passport Office re Charles CHAPLIN,

24010452, From P.O. giving particulrs of CHAPLIN.

12,

2710452 To Patterson, Washington, requesting information re CHAPLIN's
previous passports.

13e

31e10652¢ From B.5. re search for CHAPLIN's birth c ertificate.

Lie

10.11.52. From Washington, in repl:,;.td 12a, re CHAPLIN's passportse

15,

12.11.52. From Belede, in reply to 9a, enclosing report on searches
in Prvada for traces re CHAPLIN,




17.11:.52.

17.11.52,

22.11852,

We40960/47 34
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MINUTE SHEET

16.

From British Xmbassy, Washington, further to lia, and in reply
to 12a,

17,

Draft letter to Auerican BEmbassy in reply to 9a.

D.B.
o —

Please see at 17a a draft reply to Cimperman in answer
to his letter at 9a. I think it better not to volunteer the
information at 15a, but to confine ourselves to answering the
specific questions put by the F.Bel. If they really want to
whip up a case against CHAPLIN, they can read Pravda for them-
selves,

It is curious that we can find no record of CHAPLIN's
birth, but I scarcely think that this is of any security
significance, f\

Be 1o "L’I\ :I‘-"-.J"\_/j'\_ .L"','{t\‘

1?0110529 J-IE.L‘lhrriottt

To American Timmbsssy in reply to &8s,

20,

From South African Police re CHAPLIN.







6.12.52.
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MINUTE SHEET Refeence. PR T10, 543

Bl
Please see 20a and Minutes 21 and 22,

i Mr. Loftus Brown doubts whether any purpose would be served by
telling the South African Police any more than is contained in the
first paragraph of Patterson's telegram at 8a, I do not think
that we should tell them as much. Patterson says categorically
that "Chaplin has given funds to Commmist Front Organisations,"
The report attached to Cimperman's letter at 9a does not go so far;
it merely quotes sources as having said he did so.

2 Otherwise I agree with Mr, Ray, though I would ineline to say
that we have no information of our own to add to the American
allegations to which they no doubt refer. The American information
in its present form would not be helpful to the South Africans, and
they already know the salient feature that the American Covernment
considers itself to have some grounds for suspecting him,

3a I shall be grateful for your views, and I would then like
follow up Chaplin's origin. The last two lines of the report
attached to 9a contain an allegation that he talked of "going back
to Russia," This might refer to paying another visit, or it might
denote his origin as Russia, Towards the end of the last century
large numbers of Jews fled westwerd from Russian pograms, it
CHAFLIN is a Jew, he might thus have been a member of a refugee
family. Mr. Wakefield mentioned to me to-day that he had some
i/

recollection of seeing an account somewhere of CHAPLIN'S origin.
shall, therefore, in due course, send the file to him.

Bt

w0

B.1l.G.

hth December 1952

Draft of letter to South African Police re CHAPLIN.

Ao B
TG’ éd}hgﬂwrh‘ 25

? )&(_ 5342764v(;£q 244 Ao Ane~Jad .
I."\Nﬁ!}" : B2y /2

With reference to 20a and subsequent minutes, I think that
we should reply to the South Africans in terms of the draft at 24a.

2 I feel that we must express some opinion about the American
allegations as otherwise the South Africans will surely think that
we are being rather unhelpful. AsW do consider these allegations
to be unreliable and have assessed the security significaance of
CHAPLIN accordingly, I feel that it is proper that we should say so
to the South Africans.

‘\

| ;

i - |

HIAAMAA Lt,
B.1 ) J.I'i' ;'-l&rriotto

812,52,

12,52, To S.A. Police CHAPLIN.




give me any assistance in discovering Charlie CHA

Please see the last sentence of mv minute 2
2
A

I shall be very gratefu

12th December 1952

lelegram

T
Y
21 0m

“ASGA

Adam, sl

under the reorganisation this should now be
ren . . OB he materd ""1 P! SoT™ o 1 A4 ¢ ia 9 e, . +artds ll._—
your case. Lne material at sSerla vlia 18 L : 8 cantiadld)y
the same as that at 92 and, as you will see f
25, a reply to the 3.A. Police request at 20a

: ]
eems improbeble that the S,A. Police will ask again.

T v 7

MeIebe conversatibn with Be1.B. re CHAILIN.
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To M.1.6 re CH IN in repdy to 3’
Extract from 1,5, telegram re CHAPLIN
Extract from I.S.telegram, Italy to P.0.

B,1.G./Brigadier Magan,

Please see minute 36. Though I am quite ready to prepare
the letter to South Africa, it appears to me that B.1.B. is in
fact the section concerned, CHAPLIN is, se far as is known, a
British subject, and he proposes to visit South Africa. “‘j

B.1.G. :)7

27th January 1953 25
P.B.Ray,

B.1.B.

I agree with Mr, Ray that this case would appear teo fall
within the respensibilities of B,.1,B.

B.1.G. .T
28th Jenuary 1953 JLM_.,;,- =
T ~ [
W.M.T,Magan,




39.
29.1.55. Draft reply to Seuth African Police
LOO

B.1.

With reference to your minute 36 and subsequent minutes, we
spoke to-day about Charlie CHAPLIN'sS case and I reecued the file
and, in the attached draft, have attempted to find a way out of
our difficulty, If it is not a good way, it at least provides a
starting point for discovering a better.

I propose that Appendix 'A' shall consist of the enclosure
to & in toto; that Appendix 'B' shall consits of the enclosure
to 3la 3ix excludlng parts which I have bracketed in red; that
Appendix 'C' shall consist of those items in 35a whlch are
included in the red brackets.

SN @ v -

29th January 1953
ﬂ lu.T H&gaﬂ.

P

Lle

‘v—,,,
p. Y nprit T gaen Dol THA A0 Asiandod
. 6. L i/i.

You have not seen Cimperman's letter at 35a which, as
we knew would be the case from the exchange of telegrams at
29a and 30a, rather puts us on the spot, having regard to the
terms 'of our letter to the South Africans at 26a. Magan has
attempted the difficult task now presented to us, and has prepared
& draft at 39a. This however does not seem to me quite to meet the
case, and my feeling is that we should in the circumstances do well
to restrict ourselves as far as possible to acting as a post box for

the FsBeIles informations I have amended the draft accordingly.
™

i -
B 1 . WAA AN AN AL L

30. Io 530 JeHMarriott, ‘f
L2,

Draft destroyed. iLetter now at L43a.
3.2.53. 263+~ Afriean-Fotiee—reparding-SHAFEIN

To S.A.P. re CHAFLIN.




MINUTE: SH EET Reference

Bel.Ge/lir, Clapham,

As CHAPLIN is now in Switzerland, perhaps you will kindly
handle his ocase,

With reference to 44a, I would like to establish CHAPLIN's
name at birth, and it would therefore be worth asking i, I.6.
to ask if there is any record of his birth at
Fontainebleau on 16,4,89. either under the name CHAPLIN or
Israel THORNSTEIN,

Would you kindly thank S,B., for their report and tell them

we shall let them know if we manage to establish the details
of his birth,

BoleGs W.MiT, Magan,
17th February, 1953.

/?{G[-'ﬂm-tﬂftf&;— -
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50,
16.4.53. Press Cutting From "Daily Worker" re CHAPLIN
16444530 Ext, from '"The Times" ment, Charlie CHAPLIN,

17.4.53. To +M.I.6. concerning Charles CHAPLIN.

51

Press Cuttimg From "Daily Mail" re CHAPLIN

204,53, Cutting from Daily Worker.

Secret Cross Reference.

Le5e53. To S.B. concerning CHAPLIN,

From Civil Censorship Austria (British Element)

56

To Americean Embassy mentioning CHAPLIN,




MIN UTE SHEET g0 A e LU L1

57

13 11.53. Extract from-int. letter to World Council of Peace.

Cutting from "Daily Worker" re CHAPLIN.

Telegram to CHAPLIN,

8 +11:554 Extract from TLASCAR ment. CHAPLIN

Intercept telegram

Cutting from Sunday Express

Intercept telegram

¥ Int, lettur,

Press Cutting from the Times,




€.9.57. Cutting from RiDIO TILE:

-
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Cutting fro THS Tiios




Referemce

?5.

Cutting from Birmingham Post,
Cutting fron Daily.Telegraph.
Cutting from Daily Mail

Wi
E.2
N T T
Please see 73a

fould you like me to ask ¥, 1.A,

for a short note on CHAPLIN, for us to
to SLO East Africaf

N S
felaniens s X

D.R Lohrsucn Jones.

754

E2: DvEuJ"’J.

14 Please refer to your minute 7..

2, I do not think that we need inform S.L.0. East
Afrlﬂa about CHAPLIN's forthcoming visit, unless, from your

".I.A. experience, he is of more securlty 1nterest than
the later serials in this file indicate,

From SLO East Africa

FIA/Mr. Goodwyn

In view of 76a - and notwithstanding }
would very kindly let us
Africa?

{inutes 74 and 75 - perhaps you
have an assessment of CHAPLIN to send to SLO East

s L
\\/ i s 7t
d® ”“G“ — X -
~
20,2, 1958, D.R. Johnston=Jones.
J

l_a.n__




RE;

27|
I file at serial 79a a note which

o

making the bagis for a letter to the S

'UT\'M

E.? ~J.

2L.2,58, Note for file.

To SLO East Africa,

Cutting from 'Daily Mail!

82.

27.5.58. Cutting from Daily Herald.

83.

10.9.1958 Cutting from 'Manchester Guardian'.

84.

10.9.1958 Cutting from 'News Chronicle'.

vou may wish to consider
.L.0.

Goodwyn.

| ACT 1058, Q%i\ 20l |







FROM THE PRESS SECTION.

Date

-

Affair of honour
Rkkkkk sk akad kR kR K
HARLES CHAPLIN,
the sad-faced clown,
stopped in the middle of
writing his memoirs at his
Swiss villa home yesterday
and flew to London to settle

a matter of honour,

Today he will have talks
with his London lawyers
about three of his silent
comedies which he says are
being shown on British
screens without! his consent.

*“They have been mutilated
—big pieces have been cut
out—and are in such a bad
condition that you can hardly
see them,” he said sorrow-
fully when he ecalled an
almost unprecedented Press
(‘n?_[ferenpe at the Savoy Hotel,

e fak s £

hiz ear!v s 5

holds the ¢ o
Incidentally, Chaplin is

thinking of buying a House in

England, " Londol has a

lure for me,” he says.




FROM THE PRESS SECTION.

] CHAPLIN ANGRY

| To take action against
. “pirated, films ”

Charles Chaplif™rrived in London
last night from Switzerland to take
action against certain people who, he
[ said, were pirating pietires of his

1
like “The Kid,” “The Bilgrim"” and |
" Shoulder Arms,” andd ing them |
illegally in Britain. “I angry and |
frustrated by the fact that these fAlms |
are chopped and hacked about,” hc!

said. He had already takeyn action in |

France, Belgium, Hollan@, ‘and Italy, |
[and would see his lawgers in this |

country,

He said that the films were muti-
lated and not in good condition, They
were what was known as duped prints
and had been acquired in an illegal
way. Asked who was showing them,
My Chaplin said he was himself in the
dark, He hoped to see one of the
pirated films “ 1o see how bad it is (it
he understood sound effects were
added.

Mr Chaplin—* I.am pushing 70 very

| hard "—expects to be in London two
| or three days.




FROM THE PRESS SECTION. S| PeC
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CHAPLINS FLER

MONG others on the

. move yesterday were

the Charlie Chap-

. lins, fleeing from the London

weather back to Geneva, and
Lady Isobel Barnett, Majorca
bound with her husband, Sir
Geoffrey.

Said Charlie, cross: “ We are
not staying here with the wea-
ther as it is. We had planned
to go north, then on to Scotland.
But that would have meant pas-
sing through Manchester. And
what must 4t be like up ghere?”

WActually, at the time the sun
was coming out—and it was
cloudy and dull in Switzerland!
In the Mediterranean, of course,
it was still pretty hot.




BACK FROM SAFARI

AN EN SN ENAERERNNANTTREN

(‘harile Chaplin and Oona,
/ “with thelr two eldest
children, 12-vear-old Michael
and 13-year-old Geraldine, re-
turned to their Geneva home
yvesterday from safari in Kenya,

A chauffeur-driven limousine

WaS follo\;wad by & taxi carrying
18 surplus pieces of luggage.

Charlie had a fourday
stubble on his chin. *It's been
too exhausting,” he said.

Michael still wore a EKenya
version of a cowboy hat,

“ Treetops was terrific” he
said. Treetops is the famous
lungle observation point where

he Queen was told of the death
of her father.

One thing Charlie wouldn't
talk about. hether the setting
of his next film will be Africa.

13 MAR 1958

sonsovnnensndaseinsadnea ' I







Y our own

+}
there are

Embassy here. He did not want to run the
embarrassment.

inist sympathi
"

he would appear to be

ical.

™
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Telegrams :

Telephone :

o\ =T TAL / L

“ SUBSIDED," Nairobi, / $J)9% c/o KENYA SECRETARIAT.
Nairobi 20437. 1 iR P.0. BOX%&X 30050
¥, NAIROBI, KENYA.

Our Ref.: SFe30/6/7/2 PRI N ———

Your f]'?’f.

b il -

5. | :
17FEB 195
| ey g
To: Head Office =8 : 74

el K /-_7;:‘_-"__""
Charlie CHAPLIN Y/

The above-named is coming out to
Eagt Africa on a visit shortly and we have already
received one enquiry es to his security status from
one of our territories andare likely to receive others.

2 Could you please tell me if he is of
security interest in view of his past fellow-
traveller sympathies.

for I1.V. Carrel
S.L.0. East Africa.
(absent on tour)

10th February, 1958.
/IVB
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION.

/ -
-6 FEB 1958

DAILY MAIL

PERSECUTION ?

N angry Charlie C 1
A last night 1&‘@?&”‘&1:

United States Government of
“revengeful and continual per-
secution.” He had been charged
with evading income tax
amounting to £500,000 in the
year 1953-54.

At his Lake Geneva villa fhe
68-year-old British actor, who
usually meets such reports with
a strict “No comment,” flew
into a rage .

Then he sat down and: dic- .

tated a statement to. me over
the telephone.

*1 have paid every penny of
my American taxes according tov
the "advice of my American
lawyers and reputable American
accountants,” he said.

“ Having left the United.
States in 1952 and established
my residence in Switzerland,
their claim for further assess-
ments for 196854 are not only
unjust, but further proof of &
revengeful and continual perse-
cution.”




FROM THE PRESS SECTION.

DAILY TELEGRAPH

‘ CHAPLIN DENIAL
Mr. Charlés Chiplin yvesterday des-
cribed aN 1§ #1  American
‘ 17 £600,000_ in

taxes. nt at his Swlss |
home in =Vevey, he :
“It Is common knowledge that no
foreigner can leave America before
making a complete settlement of his
taxes."—B.U.P.
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. =¥ P
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Y Y2 Date..
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Charles Chaplin for |
Kenya .«
Charles Chaplin will leave his
home &t Vevey, Switzerland,
next month for a six-week

holiday in Kenya.
|













THE TIMES

FROM THE PRESS SECTION.

r. Chaplin Satirizes..
McCarthyism

FROM OUR FILM CRITIC

There are in this world, strange as it
would have seemed 40, 30, 20, or even 10
years ago, people who dislike Mr,
Charles Chaplin and his works—and the
number, at least in the United States.
will probably increase when A King in
New York has travelled through that
country—but even these cannot deny
that the first showing of a new Chaplin
film is an occasion. It is good for the
morale of films as a whole, since the
very fact that it occurs enables the
cinema, for the time being at any rate,
to take its place without question among
the seats reserved for the major arts.

| Mr. Chaplin, as 1s usual with him, is the
author, producer, and director of A King
| in New York, which will have its first
night at th# Leicester Square Theatre

| to-morrod¥and from then on will be
| seen both there and at the Cameo-
Polytechnic,

Modern Times was a satire aimed at
f.}'ll.' monstrous power (1] i[]dt[‘\“',\, d Ppower
which is opposed to and oppresses all that
s natural and wayward in man. Industry
here was universal, without a local habita-
tion, but in The Great Dictator, Mr, Chap-
lin, while aiming at the general concept of
dictatorship, narrowed his sights to focus
them on Hitler and Mussolini, A King in
New York combines the two processes,
It is an attack on many facets of modern
life that are apparent everywhere: noise,
the tactics and success of the more vulgar

King Shaddov (Mr, Charles Chaplin)

recovering a torn cheque from u waste

paper basket in a scene from A King in New
York.

forms of adverfising, the credulity of the
public, the swing away from the habits of
mdependent thought to 8 mass entertain-
ment mediom such as commercial tele-
yision, but those two last words in the title
are not idle ones, This is Modern Tithey
brought up 10 date and gsing '

trated fire method, as practi

American way of life.
rferense. 45 in so rotslly contrm

The guestion of personal matives is one
that it is now seldom held proper to dis-
cuss, and satire has come too often to
mean parody with a disarming, good-
natured grin on its face. Swift, however,
had personal motives to spare, and Mr.
Chaplin may not be too disconcerted by
the charge that here his own brand of
visual satire is not without its dash of
malice. Certainly he hits hard when he
makes the spear-head of his assault the
ulternating methods of bullving and bribery
used by American authorities to turn a
small boy Rupert (Michael Chaplin), into
#n informer, but that is not the reason
that A King in New York disappoints. [t
disappoints because the old Chaplin comic
mspiration proves jtself an affair of fits and
starts, unstable and not to be relied on.
Modern Times. after all, was the creation
of Chaplin, the Mime: A King in New
York is the work of the Chaplin of the
smooth and easy speech, and the com-
parison is all in favour of the past—it 1s
not without significance that, for his ¢limax;
Mr. Chaplin relies upon some crude work
with a hose-pipe, directed at a committee
investigating anti- American activities which
would have fitted into any of the Keystone
comedies,

But the fits and starts exist and Rilatious
they are, the products of a technique sure
of 11s own perfection. The King, unaware
that the television cameras are trained on
him, giving at a private dinner party his
conception of Hamlet’s soliloquy; the
King, all too conscious that the television
camerus are trained on him, making a
superb hash ofia two-minute * commercial
praising a particular brand of whisky
this is Mr, Chaplin combining the styvles
of the speaking and the silent film and
forging them into a glorious whole.

Such moments are all too few, however,
and, in contrast with them, the film seems.
perhaps, rather more pedestrian than
actually it is; Miss Dawn Addams, as the
girl who introduces the King into the ways
of television, gives a spirited performance
and Mr. Oliver Johnston does admirably
in the exacting part of the King's ambas-
sador. A King in New Yaork may. prove
to be that rare thing, a film which scems
better at a second viewing than a first
I'hen the point of the pardiex that a
monarch is more democratit iy some/af
his political thinking than a républic may
become gmore pointed. Still, even sby it
may belMlifficult to believe that this one
could eV@R upsct an apple-cart as efective |y
as another of his kind once did.

et

3.1 SEP 1957
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Cutting from the Daily Worker dated 7.9.57.
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FROM THE PRES
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9.30 CHARLES CHAPLIN
A film profile
Peter Haigh introduces
scenes from Chaplin's
most celebrated films
{neluding Charlie Chaplin
in his early sHept films
Alsa
* The Gold Rush® (1916)
* City Lights ' (1931)
* Modern Times ' (1836)
* Monsieur Verdoux ' (1947)
*Limelight ' (1853)
and his latest Nlm ol
* A King in New York " (1957
Seript by Ernest Betis
Produced by Alan Sleath
(Fllm  sequences by permission of
Mr. Chapl!in and by courtesy of
Upited Artists and Archway Films)

See page 4

The Incomparable
Charlie Chaplin

HE arrival of a new picture from Charlie

Chaplin has never failed to excite intense

interest among critics and filmgoers. This
week the great little man-comes to London with
A King in New York, and it can be taken for
granted that controversy will rage once again
over the picture and the man.

To celebrate this event Alan Sleath is pro-
ducing a special television Film Profile of
Charles Chaplin on Wednesday, the night before
the picture has s premiére. It will sum up
Chaplin’s contribution 1o the screen and trace
his development since he began making pictures
over forty years ago. Extracts will be given from
his earliest slapstick comedies and from five of
the feature films most characteristic of his style
—The Gold Rush, City Lights, Modern Times,
Limelight, and Monsieur Verdoux—eand, of
course, from A King in New York.

Chaplin has given the BBC special permission
to use his pictures on relevision, a sure sign that
he recognises the medium as the force it is

A Modern Morality

A King in New York, which opens in London
on Thursday, tells the story of an ex-king of a
mythical country who goes to America to sell
atomic energy in the cause of peace. Instead he
is duped into boosting a new toothpaste on tele-
vision. His great scheme is turned into ridicule.
Thus the film is a modern morality on the uses
and abuses of advertisement and the corrupting
power of big business in the life of the nations.

I would say that with this picture Chaplin
further develops ideas that have simmered in his
brain since he first made use of the screen as a
criticism of life, and thus gave it adult stature
and the dignity of an art form. When he began,
about 1910, he was a Mack Sennett comic who
fell off ladders, d!mppcarcd down mhﬂﬂ.

before he produced his first long

Kid, in 1921, followed by A Woman

in 1923, a'.nd The Gold Rush in 1925.

made on!y seven films since, afl of them ﬂf,;tlpl

‘.l-.i! I“ C p ) Al On m!m ¢ ‘nn:m'
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THE TIMES

MR. CHAPLIN’'S VISIT
TO LONDON
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
GReEVA, Sept. 3
Mr. Charles Chapli 1eTt here for Paris
to-night on his way to London, where he
will supervise 1hc|1m;:l arrangements for
the premiere of his latest film, The King
in New York. He arranged a showing of
the film in a cinema al Vevey last Sunday

!
a

for members of his family and friends. '
Mr. Chaplin, it is stated. is completing his
autobiography, which runs to some 300,000
words.
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 CHAPLIN HOTEL SAVOY LONDON

HARTIEST GREETINGS AND BIRTHDAY CONGRATULAT IONS
MASTER AND WONDERFUL MAN WITH FRIENDLY FEELINGS AND GR

ESTEEM WE WISH YDU HFALTH HAPPINESS GREAT SUCCESS YOUR NEW

BEST REGARDS TO CHARMING OONA AND CHILDRED YOURS FOREVER

BT LUBA ORLOVA GREGORY ALEXANDROFF AR

[ 4
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. -
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The two faces of
Chaplin

HAT will Mr. Charles

Chaplin be up to

next? After that
exchange of purring com-
pliments with shchev at
Claridges, where will he look
for fresh publicity ?

He might pop up in the news
anywhere, on &ny subjegt,” in
any company. For though ‘he
recently remarked that - he
disliked propaganda (“1 don't
believe in boring people”), he
omitted to say that this dislike
excluded propaganda on behalf
of Charlie.

Has there ever been a more
complete master of the art of
self-advertisement ?

That squeaky voice, those un-
certain vowe sounds, that
incredibly refined enunclation—
they are always busy
reminding the world of the
existence of Mr. Chaplin,

I observe, however, that Mr.
Chaplin is a man of two moods.

Sometimes the squeaky voice
is aflable and menﬁ s0 that
people wonder how the impres-
sion could ever have got around
that Mr. Chaplin is a somewhat
difficult fellow.

* Kk Kk

At other times it is surly and
disagreeable, rapping the West
for hu;ldinﬁ the hydrogen
bomb, altac it for war-
mongering, declaring that the
only benefits of American
civilisation are balanced-diet
cat food and high-speed diaper-
cleaning services, and announc-
jng that anything Britain has

| ever done for him can be fully

Eggld off by a £200 cheque to &
evolent society.

Is there a pattern behind Mr.
Chaplin’s moods ? 1Is there any-
thing that accounts for this
persistent alternation between
smile and scowl ?

I cannot be sure, But I
might be able to help,

At present, he is in London,
bouncing wiﬁl bonhomie, . Is it
simply coincidence that he is at
last about to begin shooting the
new picture for which the
admirers of Mr, Chaplin have
been waiting for s0 many
years ?

*x K K

Or take the time in 1954 when
he turned up in Paris to scatter
£2,000—the p 5 of a Com-
munist peace prize—to the poor
and needy., That was Mr.
Chaplin in his happiest vein.
And that was also the time
when Modern Times was bein
given a new showing in Fren
cinemas.

Or look right back to 1031, It
was in that year that Mr.
Chaplin refused to take part in
& Royal Command Performance
rovaliy o ket O
TOY you
lltjt,le stand-offish ?

But he was able to come over
to Britain a few months earlier,
all smiles, all ready to be

e
Man
ot

moods *__

lionised, when “City Lights”
had its premiere here.

Are these, perhaps, clues to
Mr. Chaplin ? Do they help to
explain- his varying moods ? As
1 say, it Is impossible to be
certain.

But you can be sure of one
thing. Mr. Chaplin has &
siirewd sense of mo values.
He is happy in his £150,000 villa
in Switzerland where taxes are
moderale enough to keep film
safely above the poverty line.

X KoX

S0 he will continue merely to
pop in and out of Britain, %"he
self - advertisement Mr.

authorities.n °
That is a)

Dear with 15

Wh the
m%m to

Douglas Clark

e A g e







LASCAR TOP SECRET

Nork: In the absence of instructions to the contrary the original record will be destroyed one month after
the date of delivery. Copies not wanted for filing or return to A.2.A. must be destroyed as
secret waste, destruction being recorded on the Section Register. /

EXTRACT.

710,549 tame:. CHAPLIN .

Extract for File No.:...kiua.. MBI i iinsasirirninsisissrsrrennninsranssa Name:

Ty 22

= T3 1ad v 44
From flle No. ;.. VI AAGH......oiiviiimriirinnrenaresrenneness.. BEFA] 1. = ... Date of contents:.. 10} lotla. ..,r‘\ 2.A. initials ;. ol ..I\...

BEEAOIOA 0N 3 3 o g Bl g ioisiiiniinncrensarsesinsansrscssvonsnothadssbiunsini DY tus EE TR R e ne Moraer i Bection:... B

A2.A. Ref.: KS.7/31 3( Responsible Section : EQ/F"..‘"-_. Date of Delivery :

LA AR R L RN RN R R R R R N R NS F

JOHNNY WILLIAMSON mow with RAJI DUTT. On the subject
of the ROBESON campeign, BfDFORD had approached HILTON,
who although he expressed sympathy, would have nothing
to do with 1it. Actors Equity had agreed to raise it

in their Council to assign a non-party person to spesk

on their behalf. WVILLIA ‘JJN lle;d:__ﬂeen CEDRIC BELFRAGE

who had spent a day with CHAPLIN in Swtizerland.

CHAPLIN had expressed a lot of concerm about ROBESON.

ILLIAMSON told DUTT CHAPLIN would be coming here

Co] 1rﬂnd i D" tv em.

WARNING

No action is to be taken on this material without reference to the responsible
section, nor may its contents be disclosed outside the Service without permission.

&\
| TOP SECRET

8. Form 332¢C. r




In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

~

’nd December,195

5

Ao

when renewing
General, Geneva,

for the

sincerely,
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8. Form Bl/rev, 1.52,

EXTRACT.

Extract f+r File No. : o A fa ’ s st RO 8. s i S

| ™ ] { J r 4 r € -
Original in File No, :*Mile S J< i SSRGS i B ..l..‘ihc-.'!'!:-t. Date :- 13,11,

53

287} R W - ¢, P X ¥ — Dated: <= 11

« B3,

i Tt 1
Original from ; Il be  +€

O 1 [~ 4 T £\
Extracted on: &%l L be tdsde H Beotion ! RO

1o

Extract from int. letter n B.1’eC. 61, City Rd, London E.C.1l.

‘";_-

ovakisa

‘lorld Council of LBJLEL_LElE"' SIA, * ta 100, Praha, Czechogl

m

enc, circulapr re The Bermuda Talks, The nuflu Councill o? ceéce Meelin
[ rt Campaign, The Dean of Canturbury's udupul, The Campaign in

8 L ”—'J_'_.,._“

Britain, mentioning Charles CHar'LIN.

LT T

evs oo e el i ¥ VP TREL |

The Leeds sion of the General Council enthusiastically ap
World Counclil of Pesace Prize for outsta
'ield of science, literature and the arts.
say toat Mr CHAPLIN'x has indicated his wi
ed for ¢

include the name of the file owner

undoub tedly give added
list of outstanding per
express their support.

Exeeutive's propos al that the B.P.C. a'u,-u nominate Charles

proved

n@ing
iling~
pDleas-

sonal~-
1s

i.‘,‘-..l.,-)-o-.-o-.oo-o-e.--o-oo-p.




0.8. 2.
/PF 7105&9 (CHAPLIN)

u.B ‘DGQ

16th July, 1953.

PP, U524,6/8, 1B/ \WES

No. 3716
G.T.D, Patterson, Esq,,
British Exbessy,

Washington,
Deay Mr, Clmpermen,

Lawrence Ceoil /DIER
commonly known as larry ADLER

#ould you please refer to your letier dated 27th November,
1951 and to our reply dated 29th November, 1951,

The South African authorities have asked us for infor-
mation about ADLER as he has applied from 17 Nerfolk iced, london for a
visa, In his application he stated that he had been in the United
Kingdom since 25th June, 1953.

ADIER has never come to adverse notice whilst in this
mmmmummﬂmwmtormmm
CHAPLIN, As you will recall, you suggested in your lstter 358
M0 4277-100-594 dated 20th Jumry, 1953 that we should pass to owr
link in South Africa the information about CiAPLIN which you had
previouvsly sent to us,

we should be grateful if you could let ws have a note
sbout ADLER whioh could be given to the Jouth African Folice, unleas
the Durean would prefer us to suggest % the South -.trl.mauﬂnum
that they should communicate with them direct, _;,,._v“f*‘

Yours sincerely, ~u

J. A, Cimpermen, Esq,, j
lfmerican Nmbossy, q Y Ve e
1 Grosvenor Square, = _
london, W, 1. H.J. B Dagot. WEB/REC
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PF. 710,549/B,.1,G/PRC

405/53/9

Commander ,
Special Branch,

Charles Spencexr CHAPLIN

Further to our letter of 19th February under
the sbove reference, we have been informed by the French
that there is no trace of CHAPLIN's birth in either
Fontainebleau or Melun area.

P.R, Clapham,

Lth May, 1953,
PRC/JT




In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

Secret.

30th April, 1953.

;,-:NCL___/:_______ o

NS =1 MAY 1953

z %t) JégjilJ':.
Dear Clapham, REFmgl‘tcf‘

Reference your PF.710549/B.1.G/PRC of the 17.4.53.

and previous correspondence on the subject of Charles Spencer

CHAFLIN.
has now informed us that

there is no trace of subject's birth in either the Fontaineblean

or Melun area.

Yours sincerely,

P.R. Clapham, Esq.,
M

MeIo5.

H.0.16./11.46.




DAILY WORKER

20. 4.1953

Charlie Chaplin |
praises ' dash’ in|
union journal |

Daily Worker Industrial Reporter |

- \"L‘-f 1azine nas » and

and benefi
La T
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CHAPLIN: I AM
., VICTIM OF

&




L = s 2 m Adrport, They landed
THE CHAPLINS, serious of tace, leave Lond,g (o choer o welcome.

pesterday from Switzerland., A crowd weill
BEWSHER

‘ ' Daily Mail Reporter PAUL -
(HARLIE CHAPLIN last night sat A P
! looking over the T ames at tv_ lgh__'ﬂ"‘.‘ f’m misty
Yoofs of Lambeth, where he was bl 402 d!lct.ated B
eEatement. Wi Wil ien - BUR e SROPR Ly
United States—his home - 40 yes

¢ wne probably the .mr
" utterative ever ma
--“l“auv*ﬁu h&s made
y. el Than anyore 5

ot mees  LIOSG - VIGHI - S8l

&

eNie .

. “ Bince 'the .end of the last|

- iworld war I have been the object
of lies and vicious propaganda|
v powerful reactionary groups,’
/ho, by their influence and by aid|
f America’s Yellow Press, have|
reated an unhealthy atmosphere,
n which liberal-minded indi-
yiduals can be singled outland
ersecuted.”

Friends surprised

The declaration’s intensity sur-
prised even his hest friends.
| IE_was & sudden eruption of the
feell he has had since, while
travelling to Britain by liner last
autumn, he heard that he would
probably not be allowed to return.

American journalists were
called to the Savoy Hotel to what
was announced as a Press con-
ference,

They, -and their British col-|
leagues, were told that Mr. Chap- {
ln would not see any newspaper
men.

They were given the statement,
which he had written, and dic-
tated, in his suite.

It seemed he had decided to
wait until he was in the city of
his birth before making the
announcement which would
change his whole life.

It isn't easy’

An hour after arriving at the
hotel he sat at 8 table overlooking
the river, with his» wife, Oona,
peside him, and began o write the
annoiuncement.

He wrote: "It is not easy to
aproot myself and my family {rom
a country where I have lived for
40 vears without a feeling of sad-
ness,”

A tug hooted on the ' Thames
Evening lights were beginning to
twinkle. Chaplin confinued his
statement about the *lies and
vieious propaganda.” Then he
added :

“ Under these conditions I find
it virtually impossible to continue
my motion-picture work, and 1
have therefore given up my
residence in the United States.”

! He had broken the final link.
(His wife went into her room 1o
|change for dinner. Chaplin put
on his grey Homburg hat and
passed. alone and unrecognised,
out of the front door of the hotel.

And for an hour he walked
sadly mrou[;h the dancing,
coloured "Cl{] Lights* of the
West End whose life he had
partrayed so faithfp!ly in his last
film. *“ Limelight."




PP, 710,549/B.1.G./FRC 17th April, 1953,

Charlés Spencer CHAPLIN

Please refer to our letter of 19th February. We should
be glad to know whether have been sble to give you
the information which we requested in our letter,

Yours sincerely,
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. ._.-") (Z

‘/‘.H'G S"ﬂﬁd& Date l‘é-‘f 3 3

MR. CHAPLIN’S
DECISION

DOMICILE IN U.S.
SURRENDERED
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

. WASHINGTON, ApriL 15

The Attorney-General announced to-
day that Mr. Charles Chaplin had lagt
Friday * turned over " his re-entry permit|
to State Department officials in Switzer-
land, where the actor is staying tem-
porarily. A Justice Department spokes-
man later said that Mr. Chaplin's action
amounted to a surrender of his domicile
in the United States.

If Mr. Chaplin now wanted to return to
America, the spokesman added, he would have
to seck a return residence visa from the State
Department. Like any other alien he would
have to prove to the immigration officer that
he is qualified for entry. But the department

( thought that the fact that Mr. Chaplin_had
an American-born wife, the former Miss Oona
O'Neill, and family, and had lived for 40/
years in the United States, would probably
expedite a visa,

Mr. Chaplin was admilted as an alien for
permanent residence in the United States in
1910, and has lived and worked here ever since,
but has never applied for naturalization papers.

| Just before leaving for Europe last Septem-
| ber, Mr. McGranery, the then Auomcr
General, announced that Mr, Chaplin would
not be permitted to re-enter the United States
until he had satisfied an” immigration officer
that he was admissible under the alien laws

Mr. McGranery did not say at the time what
evidence the Justice Department had againsi
him, but he did say, among other things, that
Mr. Chaplin had been accused many times of
being a supporter of Communist causes. Mr.
Chaplin countered Mr. McGranery’s statement
by arguing that his re-entry permit, valid until
July 16, amounted to a “ moral commitment "
by the United States to let him re-enter. Bui
his decision to hand it over last week is taken
here as indication that he has now decided not

0. 10 America.




Cutting from the "Daily Workery dated 16th April, 1953

CHARLIE CHAPLIN
DECIDES TO STA

Turns in p(’rmil. to
return to U.S.

Daily Worker Reporter
HARLIE CHAPL!N, the man the
United States doesr'y want, has
decided he doesn’'t want the United

States either.

He has surrendered his re-entry permit,
Mr. Herbert Brownell, \ttorney-General,
announced in Washing lay.

Immigration authorities said Mr. Chaplin’s
action “ can be construed as surrender of his
domicile in the United States.” icl
was admitted as an alien {for

43 Vears at
“haplin had handed in the
U.S. author

vithout
(Geneva, where he rec lv bought

For some time past h".Lf!"--'? comedian'’s ME. AND MRS. CHARLES CHAPLIN
Ken humanism, nig rfet—m—— - - — - - -
tilonary
ave i

offi
T when ne,

[our childrer

M in
he had

s to bar 5
ng the U.S

cansidered,
al any time
Public reacti Burop A

immediate mistak: .r,.r
among peop |P of widely varying
views, It could be summed up: “ If
the Americans don't want you we
do—and we hope you ]l ytay.”

Fascrst pickets

In the U the campaign 1,,.|Jr1~.
him :hu-r.v.w.l The fascis i
can Legion, by country
ing of his latest ]1| 2
managed to intimi
cinema managers into withdray
1t
Recently there were
the Chaplins would, ]
staving in I..Jlf; They tn.uu,ht a
i villa overiooking Lake {Geneva. and
Ithe Swiss Pross repe d that Mr
(h..plm wis con ring buildicg
film studios in Sy .
have been u:ult' that
Chaplin recently went back
Hollywood and brought away
five million 'dollars (nearly &£2
million).
* Reuter reporied from G nava
Iast night that My Chanlir
mauke & statemeni todsy—his h'lir
birthday.




FROM THE PRESS SECTION.

Date.ovbe.:. & % S e

U.S. DECISION ]0 BAR 5
* MR, CHAPL

—

|
ORDER * STI[_L IN EFFECT I il el
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT ]
WASHINGTON, Fes. 23 | ¢

A spokesman for the Department of |
Justice indicated to-day that Mr. Brownell, the |
Attorney-General, would maintain his rm-l
decessor’s decisiap to bar Mr. Charles Chaplin
from returning (b the United States, The
spokesman said that Mr. McGranery's order
under the Truman Administration had not
been reviewed because ** there is nothing that
needs reviewing." I'he order was still in
elfect.

I'he former Attorney-General, Mr.
McGranery, issued the order last Sepiember,
soon after Mr. Chaplin sailed for England
with his wife and four children. They are!
still abroad. The Attorney-General instructed
American port officials to bar Mr. Chaplin|
from re-entering the United States until he|
could prove that he was admissible under|
United States alien laws. Mr. McGranery |
| gave no reason for his action at the time, but|
h later told a Press conference that it was|
rompted in part by ** grave moral charges
L\L”LI.I against Mr. Chaplif and by public
IL!ur',:\\ that he was pro-Communist.
|  Meanwhile, Mr. Chaplin’s latest film |1.u,
just arrived in Washington where cinemas|
showing it are being subjected to picketing by|
members of the American Legion in an unsuc-
cessful attempt to discourage prospective
: spectators.
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P, 710,549/8.1.G/PRC 19th February, 1953,

We were recently asked Ly the aneriosns if we could discover

whether the';' originul nsme of Charlie CHAPLYL!, the film star, wea
1oty W
Israel Id0:60.TU,

Altiough his 2laim to heve been Lori ia Losisn on 16th April
1889 has Leen sccepted by the Pessport Office ot least since 16th
September 520, the earliest date of waich b ere is a record of
CHAPLIN hrving beea issued with a Builish paszgyort, we cninot find
particulixrs of wis wivih &t Somorset House wi Cl AFLIN, THORNSTEIN
or HALLKY (ihe amme of his zother, iHanas y “non _rofessionally as
Iily HARLEY),

Special Lianch have been inforied by a source vhich is usually
considered fulily relleile shat CHA “IN was born neapr Pontrineblean
on 16th Azl 1809 and in vies of the facl thit there 15 o docwurentary
proof of his birin ia U... we should be glad if you: #-uld ask | &
: | whether they caa confirm this information from their
L wcords,

Youra ainz~-el;,

nl m.
for P.i, Clapham,

{p:{“-'l,‘:q[ ADERNTIA




PF, 710,549/B.1 .G/PRC

Commander,
Special Branch,

Pox : RrLATY,
In viev of youwr information that CHAPLIN may in fact
have been born at Fontainevleau, France we are making

further enquiries ti ug she French authorities and
shall inform you if we succéed in eatablishing the

details of his birth,




§.B. No. 1 (Flimsy)

|
Special Report |

SUBJECT

Charles _Spencer
Rty CHAPLIN.........

i Reference'jto Papers
| 405/5%/9........

L B

7105L9/B.1.6G/
WML M,

M.P.-52.48010/20m wll2 (2)

METROPOLITAN POLICE

e

ENGL L

@A 12FEB 1953
P 110549 11%h,... day ol Rebruary,...... ... 186..

With reference to M.I.5 letter PF 710549/

SPECIAL BRANCH,

I B.1.6/WMrM, dated 5-1-1953, asking for information

as to the original name and the date and place of
birth of Charles Spencer CHAPLIN, the film star :-

Discreet enquiries have been made and a
number of old records on the life of Charles Spencer
CHAPLIN have been consulted and as far as can De
ascertained it appears that he was born in Kennington,
London, on 16th April 1889. His parents are sald
to have been Charles CHAPLIN, a music hall singer,
and Hannah CHAPLIN, @ singer and dancer (known
professionally as Lily HARLEY) .

One source .of information, however, which
is usually considered fairly reliable, claims that
CHAFLIN was born near Fontu{nebleau, pear Paris, on
16th April 15889. There may or may not be some
truth in this, but in view of the fact that no
documentary proof has been obtained that CHAFLIN was
born in the United Kingdom, it may well be that he
was in fact born in France.

No information has been obtained as to
CHAPLIN's original name and as far as can be
ascertained from enquiry in the ijotion Picture
Industry he has never been known u% the nane of
Israel THORNSTLEIN, It is said, however, that he is
of German-Jewish origin and that his name at birth
was probably other than that by which he has been
known since childhood.

Charles Spencer CHAPLIN first came under
notice of Special Branch on 21-5-1948 when he was
mentioned in a telephone message from M.I1.5 to this
Department as having sent Arthur W, K&lLLY,
vice - president of United Artists Film Producers,
to this country from America to get his (CHAPLIN's) |
frozen assets out of the United Aingdom. CHAPLLIH\
is also said to have authorised KiLLY to give agoey'
to Left-Wing groups in England. Subseguent oM




Page No. 0.

enquiry by S eCLJI Rranch shows that no evidence wag
obtained to confirm this information, which

originated fron American sources (4035/48/2,9 dated
21=5-19L8 and 5-7-1948 refers). A

- 3
There is no mention of ihchl ‘ukﬁ“d_”]h

in Special Branch records. SJorr 17

/‘( ’JZ& ;ié; ¥ A

Sergeant.

Submitted.

\
l.)UJ J..-JLJ.H LiDISINL o

’L/L L {, ‘—L'L/‘bb-ﬂ' /
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Charles Spencer (

Townrds the end of last year you agiced us
such seouwrrity informw “.iam ag we adght have
0 recordd 1.'.-": it "Charlie™ | Uil 1 Xe ‘;:'.i Wl LD
¢ 10th Decenber,1952, i

that wo had
omn records and were"not

v lotter of
-

truoe of hia 4in our

Ty -x

=8
re any relisble grounds
seowrity risk®

Ve .:o' w ‘-'.1‘301 ) |
underptand [

; oo i1 150 nn oo i LI about
LIN, I nm sondiag you L.u"‘r‘* omw.:u p narked
reapec tively B, and Cp, with which theoy have
suppliod une ';"r!' will potioe that these contain
livergences in detadl.

sBele have additiommlly informed us
been alleped bhat -'.-...'.J.h s original
FHOUWIESTEIN. This wo have not
nor can we teoe any record
ey aloo asked us whother
LOx aferonce tO ‘

b




have been made in "Pravda’. This
able to trece, but the "Fravda’
ich we had access wero not completoe.
adverse seourity notice while
Owr recent inforowmtion
™ 2 1 »
Lo lausanne in Switszerland,
rdnit to oan,

Por Sir Peroy 9illitoe,
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outh African Folice,
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UVesiie e
Pile.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
1, Grosvenor Square
London, W, 1

January 20, 1953

1953

ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO

No. 14277-100-59)

Dear lr, White, Re: Charles Spencer CHAPLIN,
with aliases

Please refer to my letter dated October 20, 1952, in which I provided
available information regarding Charles Spencer CHAPLIN and your reply
dated November 18, 1952. This is your reference PF.7105.9/D.B.

I have just now received a further report from the Bureau containing
additional information regarding CHAPLIN, /Tt appears that he entered the
United States at New York City for permanent residence on October 12, 19132,
Although there is no record of his birth at London, Fngland, he stated, under
oath in 1918, that he was born in London on April 16, 1889. He has left and
returned to the United States on several occasions, the last time being in
1936, He is presently in Switzerland where, according to news dispatches,
he has rented a house overlooking Lake Ceneva,

The Bureau also informs that a hi gh-ranking Communist functionary stated
that, in 1936, CHAPLIN was "the equivalent of a member of the Party"; that
he adhered to the Party; gave financial aid to the Party and has been a
member of Communist-front groups. Another former member and functionary of
the Communist Party stated, under oath in 1952, that he knew CHAPLIN was a
member at large of the Communist Party from 1935 to 1941l. Other sources
state he has been a member, sponsor, or affiliated with several Commnist groups
or groups controlled or influenced by the Communist Party. He has associated
with persons reported to be or to have been Communist Party members and has
exhibited a friendly attitude toward Soviet Russia.

Sincerely yours,
L)

it 30 Je Ao Cimperman
. Legal Attache
Mre Dick White

Leconfield House

Curzon Street

london, W, 1




Dctober 20, 1952

tharles Spencer CHAPLIN, also known
as Charlie CHAPLIN, alias Israel

4

Ac cording to a December, 1923 report, it was confidentially reported that
N was identified as being a member of the "Severance Club," whose member-
of wealthy radicals of the "Parlor olseviki" type.

10, 1923, & confidential informant advised that a $1,000 donation
I just before Christmas in 1922 to the Communist Party, USA, However, ne
record was made of it and the donor's identity was withheld. The informant
pointed out, however, that it was generally understood that the money came from
LAN, In this connection, one Cumnmunist had advised the informent that
PLIN did make it but does not want it to Dbe known.,

Informantien was received on December 19, 1939, that Raphael WSH of 11218
Victory Boulevard, North Hollywood, california, was an International Comrace,
and had been placed in contact with the movie colony for the purpose of raising
funds for " oviet America to come,” According to the information furnished,

LIN was one of those who mad contributed liberally.

in informant advised on August 6, 1942, that never in the history of the
Communist Party have the hidden intellectual membership "thrown all caution %o
the wind and come out in the open for the very things the Party is demanding."
e then followed this report with a list of Communist members who were in this
group of intellectuals, and included the name of Charlie CHAPLIN in it.

It was learmed omn June 19, 1942, that one Vincent DOBRICH said on one
occasion, "Sure, I'm a registered Communist. S0 is Harry Bridges. You take
that guy Charlie Chaplin. He is a real guy. He is a member of the Party.
Only a2 couple of weeks ago he gave a speech a2t a Communist meeting in San
Francisco,"

It was learned on December 7, 1942, that CHAFLIN was in Chicago. While
he was in Chicago, he contacted Howard LAWRENCE, Midwest representative of
"The Daily Worker." sccording to the information received, CHAILIN had worked
closely with LAWRENCE in connection with the "Salute to Russian Allies Rally"
on November 25, 1942, The place this rally was held was not given,

An informent advised on an unknown date that CHAPLIN had contributed
750 to the National Council of smerican-Soviet Priendship, Incorporated.

in informant advised that on October 24, 1943, Gregori KHEIFFTS, alleged
sviet espionage agent, arrived in Los Angeles, Califernia, from San
rancisco. Among the people he contacted was CHAPLIN, whom he saw at a
inner party given by Mikhail KOLOTOZOV, KHEIFETS has been identified as a
-, Soviet espionage agent and said that CHAPLIN was "doing a great work."
An informant advised on February 15, 1544, that Gregori KHEIFEIS,
reviously identified, advised him that CHAPLIN had done much for the Party and
ni account of his efforts they were attempting to deport him at that time.

Oon April 18 and 21, 1947, an informant advised that CHAPLIN may or may
not be a member of the Communist Party. However, he is extremely cooperative
and to some extent controlled by the Party. The informant added that CHAVLIN
will always go along with the Party and has helped it financ . He felt
that CHAPLIN had financially aided the Communist West Coustl pger, "The
People's world," , .

.




In statement made by Joan RBERRY on January 7/,

nection with CHAPLIN's violatic White Slave

BFRRY alleges that CHAPLIN had informed her that he had been

offered a position in Russia as a Comisar, and that
he had given some thought of going back to




APPFENDIX B,

Re: Charles Spencer CHAPLIN

PR

Charles Spencer CHAPLIN was born on April 16, 1889, in London, England,
tie entered the United States at New York City for permanent residence on
October 12, 1912, He has maintained his residence in the United States since
this time with the exception of two trips abroad, He has remained a citizen
of Great Britain over this period of time and is presently traveling in
Europe on British passport. He is currently married to Ocna 0'Neill Chaplin.
He is the father of six children and is a well-known movie actor, director
and producer,

In the late 1950's Chaplin was considered by the leadership of the
Communist Party, USA, as "the equivalent of a member of the Party."

In jugust, 1943, Chaplin attended a gathering of the National Council of
merican Soviet Friendship in lLos Angeles, This gathering was for the purpose
of meeting Mr, Mikhail Kalstozov, visiting envoy from the Soviet film industry.
Chaplin introduced Kalstozov after making a speech in which he said, "There is
a great deal of good in Communism, we can use the good and segregate the bad.,"
Charles Chaplin, in 19,3, donated the sum of ¥500 to the National Council of
American Soviet Friendship and #250 to the lLos Angeles Council of American
Soviet Friendship. (The National Council of American Soviet Friendship has
been cited as a subversive and Commmist organisation by the Attorney General
of the United States.)

Charles Chaplin was one of the original Sponsors of the Natiomal Council
of American Soviet Friendship.

In 1942, Chaplin donated the sum of ¥1,250 to the Russian Var Relief
Association,

In 1941, Chaplin was one of the original sponsors and served on the
National Committee of the Russian War Relief, (The Committee on Un-American
Activities in California in 1949 report states that the Russian War Relief
was one of the more important Communist Party front organisations. )

Charles Chaplin has associated in the past with several Russian Government
officials and entertained them in his home in Beverly Hills, Califormia,

On November 25, 1942, Charles Chaplin was the principal speaker at a
"Salute to our Russian Ally Rally" held in Chicago, Tllinois, His speech was
& glorification of Soviet Russia during which he said, "If we want to win this
war, if we want to have the cooperation of Russia, let us 8top this anti-
Communist propaganda,"

In the March 13, 1944, issue of the Daily Peoples World, a west coast
Comnunist newspaper, there is contained an article in which Chaplin was
described as "a warm friend of the Soviet Union since 1917 and the first
Hollywood star to come out for American Soviet friendship.”




January 20, 19

Charles Spencer CHAPLIN,
with alisses '

Please refer to my letter dated October 20, 1952, in which
provided available information regarding Charles Spencer CHAFLIN.

It appears that he entered the United States at New York City
for permanent residence on QOctober 12, 1912, Although there is
no record of his birth at London, England, he stated, under ocath
in 1948, that he was born in London April 16, 1889. jo has lef't
and returned to the United States on seweral occasions, the last
time being in 1936. He is presently in Switzerland where, accord=-
ing to news dispatches, he has rented a house overlooking Lake
Ceneva,

The Bureau also informs that a high-ranking Communiat
functionary stated that, in 1936, CHAPLIN was "the equivalent of a
member of the Party;" that he adhered to the Party; gave financial
aid to the Farty and has been & member of Communist-front groups.
inother former member and functionary of the Communist Party stated,
under ocath in 1952, that he knew CHAPLIN was & member at large of

the Communist Party from 1935 to 1941. Other sources state he has
been a member, sponsor, or affiliated with several Commumist groups
or groups controlled or influenced by the Communist Party. He

has associated with persons reported to be or to have been Communist
Party members and has exhibited a friendly attitude towards Soviet

yaadn
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F¥ 71054.9/B¢1.B. /2J5B, 16 Jamary 1953,

Charles Spenocer CHAPLIN.

7ith reference to your telephone enquiry
yesterday, you may care to inforas
|that we have no information of ocur own
about CHAPLIN and that we consider that there are no
raliable grounds for regarding him as a security risk.

Yours sincerely,

Ee Jde B. dagot.

#
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L addy giil'v e




HeIebe, rang up

rezarding a y had received

which ran
"Charlie CHAPLIN now settled in Lausanne
Police area. likely to ask
whether we regard with suspicion subject's
political views and affiliations. What line
should I take?"

asked if' we could suggest a reply
he did or did not associate with
s country and whether he had been connected

ont organisations.

indicating whether
Commumnists in th

with Comnumnist f

€
i
b
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Charles Spencer Chaplin wes bors on April 16,
1889, in Lendon, PEnglaad. He entered the United It tes at
Hew York City for réramnent residence on October 12, 1912,
He has maintalned his residonce in the United 2tates ginge
this time with the exception of two trice abrosd, He hasg
renained a citigen of Sreat Britais over this periasd of
time and is presently traveling im Burope on lritish pasapore,
He is eurreatly married to Oons Offeill Chaplin, He 18 the
fother of gix ehildren snd 19 % well-known movie etor,

Glrecior, and producer.

i the I:20e 1930%s Chaplin was considered by the
leadershipy of the Commuanist Party, USi, as "the equivalest
& 4 member of the Party,.®

in &ug 1963, Chaplin attes=de: ath

the HaSional Counci of dmerican Soviet Friendshni:
ngelen. Thias gathering wsz for w @ purvose of
. s
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uu‘ash/l of January 2 and your Db/61300
January 5th refer.




SECRET TELEGRAM FOR DESPATCH IN CIPHER/CLEAR

Office File No...3®,710849,.....Section of Origin.p.B, -

Date..........} B T R R e Bonel. ..o i o evagaitin:

Copy 10.0, BBy :vesreesisens

; your letter v :
Reference ¥ v No. ZASH/L....

our whelegyam

Your rers.2 - no objecction.

Unparaphrased, and must
' lquarters, or re-tra

¢ Paraphrased.

3. Form 98,







Charles Spencer CHAFLIN
‘—-__—-&_—..,‘ -

Wwe were recently asked by the Americans
if we could discover whether the original name of
Charlie CHAPLIN, the film star, was Iarasl THORNSTEIN,
1though his claim to have been born in London on 16th
April 1889 has been accepted by the Passport Office
at least since 16th September 1920, the earliest date
of which there is a record of CHAPLIN having been
issued with a British passport, we cannot find parti-

culars o his birth at Somerset House,

This suggests that his name at birth may
not have besen CHAPLIN, or, altematively, that hias
birth did not take place in this country. Wwe should
be very grateful to receive any comments that you may
have on his origin, e have no Security information
of our own to his detriment, but in view of the

merican allegations we would at least like to clear
up this point,

T HagEn,




gentral
frica
Copy for 0,5.3.

h Degexber 1952

aar

e 15th lovember,
aboVve,

trace in our own records of this
we satisfied that there are any relisble
rding him as a security risk,

sincerely,

o Brinpk,
ath African

retoris,.




Copy $0: 0.5.3.
Central Afrieca.

Draft Letter/Minute to: Approved by
Major General J.A. Brink, 6.12.52
PR S| S Date
Commissioner of South African Police,

P.0. Box 449, Pretoria. No. of Copies

Our Ref.
For Signature by Their Ref.

Date §£,12.52. Despatched on

Charles CHAPLIN.

Thank you for your letter of the 15th November,

1952, about the above.

We have no trace in our own records of this

neloakde
man, nor are we sati: "‘-"::i that there are any Wﬂn‘ﬁe

b '1

grounds f for SHpPT —tfe—aiteprtionr—thet—tir—Ir=

Yours sincerely,

for Sir Percy Sillitoe.




S.AP. 51,

P.O. Box "L 449, A, [n subsequent correspondence please
Posbus J quulc =
g i Vermeld sn lalere korrespondensie

aab, ;

Telegraphic Address | ,, - b -,-I“} -
'l’:lgg:::'lmdn:ri J COMPOL. “_ a‘ - 0212/}‘_/-2?45
LY

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE.
SUID-AFRIKAANSE POLISIE.

HEADQUARTERS,
HOOFKWARTIER,

PRETORIA.

15th November, 1952.
ENCL

Dear Sir, \ T S . :)\&22 Ng pi%

RE : CHARLES CHAPLIN. ‘f(’,‘),— e

e T 12,5049

I have the honour to inform you that
according to press reports lately, Mr Charles Chaplin,
the British comedian, expressed the hope to visit the
Union during the course of next year,

According to these press reports the above-
named is described as somebody who is tainted with com-
munism.

In view of the above, I shall be glad to
receive any informetion from a security viewpoint, re-
garding the above-named, which you may have on record.

}ouxs f?lthfully,

S, i
£/ (0% e, ISSIONER OF THE

Sadfh AFRLICAN POLICE.

Sir Percy Sillitoe, K.B.E.,
Box 500,
Parliament Street 5.0.,
LONDON, S.W.l1,
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To: Director-General g 8‘
ool

ReF £f Tio 5S4

Would you please refer to your PF.710549/B.1
dateda October 27, 1352 and to our PF.551 of November

Subject: Chariie CHAPLIN

&4 6

Enquiries have now been made of our Consulates
n New York and Los Angeles and I am sorry to say
nat neither has any information which is of any
use to us. New York destroy old passports after
two years. Los Anpeles seem to think that CHAPLIN's
old passport was cancelled and returned to the
holder when he was issued with a new one early in
19485,

1
t

i

I am sorry that I have been unable to trace

November 12, 1952

G.T.D. Patterson







1 checked the copies of "Fravda" of the period 1944 - 1947 inel.
lhere are big gaps in the collection. «&leven monthly sets are
missing. Apart from that many separate dally copies are missing
also. Ltherefore, 4 think, the exactness of my work is rather
ingsufficient.

in the copies 4 read there is no evidence of &r.vh.vn's direct
membership of any communist or pro-communist organisation. Yn tne
cther hand there are particulars giving evidence of thne sympatny
of communists or of communist or pro-communist organasations for
Mr.Ch.Ch, as well as of 4r.Ch.vh. for the ideology represented by
80 called "progressive" elements of V.o.A,

Un 12th July,l1944 the Americ§n "¥ront of the Yrogressive
Americans" has been organised. ("Fravda" 16th July,l344)

Un 15th vune,1947 "rravda'" published a telegram under
headline "Frosecution of wr.Ch.Vh. in V.5,A." refering
to the motion deéemanding a deportation of «r.Ch.Ch, put by
a congressman John Hgnkin, 4‘he same telegram informed that
Wr,Ch.Cn, and other Hdolywood actors would face the Vongress
investization Committee because of their communist activity.
"Pravda published 4r,Ch.lh.'s statement concerning #r,
John senkin's motion. &wr.ln.Ch. said: "4it is an usual
fashist way directed towards suppresion of freedom of word
as well as of possibility of free expression of ideas by
films". ("Fravda" 15th June,1947, page 4, col.4-5)

n 4th Yctober,l947, 4lya anrcnbour$ mentioned the nagme

of Wr.Ch,vh. in his article "ine writer's voice" ("fravda",

4th Uctober,1947, page 35, col.l/

vyn 21st JYctober,1947 fifteen dcolywood acicors signed a
protest against the LUongess investigation Committee. "Fravaa'
did not mention the name of wr.“h.vh, VUnly six of fifteen
names have been mentioned. /"rravda', 25th Yctober, 1947,
page 4,col.4/.

Un 25th vetober,1947 the pro-communist organisations
of V.5,A, organised a great meeting at New lork. ihe name
of ur,vh,vn, was mentioned during the debate by one of thne
leaders of "rrogressive Americans VYrganisation  /"rravda",
29th Uctober,l194/, page 4, col.4/.

in November 1947 many American organisations nave been




-

- -~
declared by the U.S.,A, governement as "anti-american".
‘he Urganisation of Frogressive Americans was among
TN 1] - - 4 /
them. /- rravda , o6th “ecember,l947, page 3, -col.4/.

Ak,
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Reference your loose minute

of 22,10,52, I asked /to hglp us in

this matter., He put two of his Russian translators
to go through the back numbers of the "Pravda®, and
I attach the result of their research work,

I told_ that we were
most grateful,

Bo ‘!{-o D. _—-A,’Q 'ﬁ"i‘-\/"_ﬁ
12.11.52, F,C. Derbyshire;




BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON

To: Virector-General
Subject: Charliie

Woudd you please refer to your PF.710549/B.1

dated October 27, 195Z2.

I have consulted our local Consul who told
me that it is normal Consular procedure to destroy
out of date passports "every year or so". In

other words, when any Consul accumulates a bunch of
i ne will burn them so that they

do not clutter up his office. I am, however,

causing enguiries to be made in New York and Los

explred passports

Angeles in order to maxe quite certain that
CHAPLIN's passports have not been retained for
one reas or another. If by any chance either
Consul has any information to impart to us I
shall of course forward it to you immediately.

November 4, 1952
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PF.7105L9/Bs 14

GsTeDPatterson E E0ep
British Emhassy,
Weshin "ton, DeCo

Pleage refer to youwr telegram,
WASH/68 of 4.10.52. We have now been asked
by Cimperman, inter alia, whether.Charlie
CHAPLIN's surrendered British passports, if
available, reflect his travel to the Soviet
Union 2t any time,

Pagsport records here show that
CHAPLIN has held the following passports, of
which the first uentioned appears to be cwrrent;=

NoeCe 283076, issued by the Britiszh Consulate
in Los Angelos on 17.2.1948. Endorsed for
British Empire, Burcpe and U.S.Ae

No.45273, issued by the British Consulate
in New York on 10,2.1931, endorsed for
British Empire, UsS.As Also a Buropean
endorsement.




H0.3896, issued by the British Consulate
in New York on 16.9.20. REadorsed for"Vrance
./’-l"",im ete. ¥

It eppears that passport Nue45273 vas endorsed
in Loadon on 6.3.31 for "China eto.".

It is mot known whether the two earlisr passports
were handed back to CHAFLIN or whether, if they were
retailned by the Consulat, they have been preserved. I
should be mrateful if you could make local en quiries on
this point and if these passports are still in existence
let me Imow the details of any Journeys t0 the U.S.Se.Re
that may appear thereon.

Mapehas

For Director General.

Zlth October,1952,
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REQUEST FOR PASSPORT OR PERMIT PAPERS.

R.1 (Loxpox) for H.O. representative.

Please obtain :—Fadaae-P2asspont K HaE = = =4 = e - Lagiss RERMIT - S HAS ~

All Passport and permit pmpers in existence.
(Mark item(s) required.)

for the following: —
Our FILE No.: Gen/B.1.
SURNAME: CHAPLIN (Name may originally have been Israel

THORNSTEIN, )
CHRISTIAN NAMES: Charles

PLacE AND DATE  Believed 16th April,1889, London.
oF BIRTH :

Proression: Film Actor.

ADDRESS : Normally United States of America,

*PARTICULARS OF

TRAVEL ABROAD : uéé(}T 1952
TO et

*NUMBER AND DATE P +PFJLO rsg_c’

OF PASSPORT:

Section Signature................ é,:t..,.l.l{.l.i& datt.

!)ﬂ!('.‘t ................ 22.10-52.

* Where known.
8. Form 101




BelieDey Captain Derb/shire.

I beliove that keeps back
copies of PRAVDA, and I believe also that he
has an extensive card index of personalities
mentioned therein. On the basls of this
belief, I wonder whether you could ask him if
he can trace anyreference to Charles CHAPLIN
(doubtless known to you as a fila star) and
in particular a reference which I understand
appeared at some unknown date prior to October,1947,
in which an allegation is made that he had Joined
the American Comaunist Partye.

J .Iiv--hlr'riott-




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
1, Grosvenor Square
London, W, 1
October 20, 1952

ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO

No. 4169-100=59]

Dear Mr. White, ®e: Charles Spencer uunPLJN also known
as Charlie CHAPLIN, allagsfsrael
THORNSTEIN

Pursuant to our discussion on October 17, 1952, there is attached a memo-
randum dated October 20, 1952, summarizing available information regarding the
above person who was born inffondon,hEngland, on"April 16, 1889 »and who has
been active in the theatrical business since the age of seven, CHAPLIN went
to the United States in 1910 and, although he never became a citizen, he has
resided there since that time.

It is stated that an unknown issue of "PRAVDA" allegedly contains "an
enthusiastic tribute to CHAPLIN as a Communist and friend of humanity in
connection with the first production of a CHAPLIN film in Russia." This issue
of "PRAVDA" is apparently dated before October, 1947, and is alleged to have
given "a great boost to 'Comrade Charlie' as one of those whose heart was on
the right side, and, according to the latest reports from America, had joined
the Communist Party." If possible, I would appreciate your locating and
providing me with a copy of this publication,

I would also appreciate receiving any information you may have which would
tend to confirm CHAPLIN's actual Communist Party membership or the fact that he
is or has been regarded by national or international Communist Party functionaries
as the "equivalent of a Party member"; also, whether there is any information
which would confirm CHAPLIN's financial and/or cultural contributions to the
Communist movement. Lastly, could you also ascertain whether CHAPLIN's correct
name is Israel THORNSTEIN, as has been alleged, and whether his surrendered
British passports, if available, reflect his travel in or to the Soviet Union
at any time.

Sincerely yours,

« A, Cimperman
Legal Attache
Enclosure
Mr. Dick White
Leconfield House

Curzon Street L]“TY l;:::-..:ih -.{ Y S&Pﬂ

London, W, 1




October 20, 1952

Charles Spencer CHAPLIN, also known
as Charlie CHAPLIN, alias Israel
THORNSTEIN

According to a December, 1923 report, it was confidentially reported that
CHAPLIN was identified as being a member of the "Severance Club," whose member-
ship consisted of wealthy radicals of the "Parlor Bolseviki" type.

On January 10, 1923, a confidential informant advised that a $1,000 donation
was made just before Christmas in 1922 to the Communist Party, USA.Y However, no
record was made of it and the donor's identity was withheld. The informant
pointed out, however, that it was generally understood that the money came from
CHAPLIN. In this connection, one Communist had advised the informant that

CHAPLIN did make it but does not want it to be known.

Information was received on December 19, 1939, that Raphael RUSH of 11218
Victory Boulevard, North Hollywood, California, was an International Comrade,
and had been placed in contact with the movie colony for the purpose of raising
funds for "A Soviet America to come." According to the information furnished,
CHAPLIN was one of those who had contributed liberally.

An informant advised on August 6, 1942, that never in the history of the
Communist Party have the hidden intellectual membership "thrown all caution to
the wind and come out in the open for the very things the Party is demanding."
He then followed this report with a list of Communist members who were in
this group of intellectuals, and included the name of Charlie CHAFLIN in it,

It was learmed on June 19, 1942, that one Vincent DOBRICH said on one oc-
casion, "Sure, I'm a registered Communist. So is Harry Bridges. You take
that guy Charlie Chaplin. He is a real guy. He is a member of the Party.
Only a couple of weeks ago he gave a speech at a Communist meeting in San
Francisco."

It was learned on December 7, 1942, that CHAPLIN was in Chicago. While
he was in Chicago, he contacted Howard LAWRENCE, Midwest representative of
"The Daily Worker." According to the 1nformation received, CHAPLIN had worked
closely with LAWRENCE in connection with the "Salute to Russian Allies Rally™

on November 25, 1942. The place this rally was held'was not given.
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An informant advised on an unknown date that CHAPLIN had contributed
$750 to the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, Incorporated.

An informant advised that on October 2L, 1943, Cregori KHEIFETS, al-
leged Soviet espionage agent, arrived in los Angeles, Cdlifornia, from
San Francisco. Among the “oonle he contacted was CL.A Iu., whom he saw at a

dinner party given by Mikhail KCLOTOZOV, EIFETS has been identified as a
Soviet espionage agent and said that CHAPLIN was "doing a great work."

An informent advised on February 15, 19LL, that CGregori KHEIFETS,
previously identified, advised him that CHAPLIN had done much for the Party
and on account of his efforts they were attempting to deport him at that
time.

On April 18 and 21, 1947, an informant advised that CHAPLIN may or may
not be a member of the Communist Party. However, he is extremely cooperative
and to some extent controlled by the Party. 1lhe informant added that CHEAPLIN
will always go along with the Party and has helped it finaneially. He felt
that CHAPLIN had financially aided the Communist West Coast paper, "The
People's World,."

In a statement made by Joan BERRY on Jamuary 7, 194k, in comnection with
CHAPLIN's violation of the White Slave Traffic Act, Miss EERRY alleges that
CHAPLIN had informed her that he had been offered a position in Russia as a
Commissar, and that he had told her that he had given some thought of going
back to Russia.
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your telegram IB/6053 of 3rd October.

funds to Communist Front Organisations,
Understand U.S. Govermment cannot L\:} NOT prove party membership.

has been involved in paternity and abortion cases.
Being an alien Immigration can exclude him for moral turpitude.
However in view of his fame and forty years residence in U.S.A.
Attorney General will certainly consider public sentiment before

o
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AC C1ONe

information F.B.I.
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CHALLENGE

OUR CHARLI

Chaplin’s films have
more than laughs

BY OUR FILM CRITIC

O Charlie Chaplin is back in his

own country. We're all glad to see
him. No one else in the cinema world
has had such infloence on so many
millions of people during the last
thirty-five years.

A Chaplin film today is a rare event. Next
month his latest, “Limelight”, which stars
alongside Charlie himself, the Young actress,
Claire Bloom, will be presented in London

it's safe to say now that it will make

people smile—and also drop a tear.
\\’. Charlie’s secret? Why is it that he

goes the hearts of his audiences?

His old films—still greeted hilariously
whether shown at the kid's matinee or to the
rdinary cinemagoer—with their clowning,
ur-raising adventures, and Charlie getting
ost of the kicks, played for laughs and
vy them

believe that his later films are L
onls ..aich will keep his name shining in
history.

How many readers have seen “The Gold
Rush”, “City Lights”, “Modern Times™
“The Great Dictator”, and the post-war
“Monsicur Verdoux'?

They all bave more than lnughs, more
than drama, more than clever film technique,
They comment wisely on the great
human problems that exist in the
world today,

How many readers saw “City
Lights™ last year when it was revived
and shown all over the country?
Quite a few, and I'll wager most of
you had one of the best nights at
the pictures for a long time,

Charlic being entertained. thrown
out of the house, given a car, then
1h|mn:..|t again by his millionaire
friend ose goodwill increases with
his consumption of aleohol ; the box-
g match, the unveiling of the statue

(Certrinued top of column 4) -
T~

SR

The boxing match from “City Light

fwenty years ago which was

i M
8", # Charliec Chaplin film made
recently revived in Britain

essuge—an attack on large-sceale

(with Charlie found asleep
arms); I roared and 1 suppe
did too.

But what else? The tragedy
little 'man, who, to help por
need, does everything possik
seemingly impossible and In
jail as a result, comes over wii
force,

This film was originaily prod
1932—at  the height of the
slumps in America and Britain,
hundreds, thousands of litile
workers, were landing in jail
“crime” of fighting " starvation
need.

“Modern Times” exposed
mdity and frustration of the
used by the big capitalists 1o
profit from their workers .

“The Great Dictator” blew
the Hitler myth and made the M
squirm (at a time when Hitler
Nazism were popular with pow:
figures in America).

*

“Monsieur Verdoux™ shc
the capitalist system whicl
money out of the slaughtér
millions.,

No wonder Charlic s hated
“big"” people in America. He
stated that although he is not a +
munist, he is “for the undes
everywhere'.

That is why the American Atlos
General has  been uttering th
about Charlie's re-enlry  into
United States,

Never has there been g more publie
illustration of the fulsity of American
capitalism’s claim that it stands for
the “freedom of the individanl”,

Puul Robeson—loved for his sin-
cere personality and beauwtiful vojce
by millions—is not allowed fo leave
the U.S, Chaplin—loved for his
films and his humanity—is  warne:
thut he may not be allowed to pe

enter,

But just as Paul Robeson will nevap |
leave the hearts of decent people
cverywhere, so will Charlic Chaplin
alwavs have free entry to the affec-
tions of the ordinary American and
British citizen,

Let's be glad that this genius with
the deep blue eves is still a British
citizen  after thirty-five years in
Hollywood.

So far as I am concerned, if Charlie
was to decide to stay in Britain for
the rest of his life and make films
here (and the British cinema workers
would shout for joy at thar i would
serve the ungrateful Yankee Wigh-ups
right. ¢y :

organised murder : War and Capitalism And I'm sure vor
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and Views

CHARLIE CHAPLIN

by JOHN ALEXANDER

THE ARRIVAL of Charlie Chaplin after twenty-one years'
absence has touched o Something in the mood of the
British people. The widespread demonstrations of affec-
tion, sympathy and solidarity have brought to the sur-
face evidence of the deep and growing aspirations of our
people for a true patriotism and an end to American
domination. Analysis of the British press shows how
general the impact has been.

Leonard Mosley commented:

“It was as il Charlie Chaplin . . . had crystallised all the
latent anti-witch-hunt which English folk feel
when they read the news from America sometimes.” (Daily
Express, 24/9)52.)

Differentiation between British and American reporters
started at the press conference in Cherbourg. Paul Holt
wrote that Chaplin seemed nervous when he “faced a
fierce horde of French, American and British newsmen"”
but:

cmolions

“Then a queer thing happened. A London journalist began
te clap and slowly we all joined in. . . Then his tensed, grim
expression broke. He grinned and began (o gesticulate.’
(Daily Herald, 23/9/52)

Again, Alan Gardoer quoted Chaplin's definition of
his politics—in an anti-Hollywood way:

“*1 am an individualist and believe in liberty—that's all
I believe in. T am not a super-patriot in any sense. 1 don't
believe in super-patriotism, It leads to Hitlerism." * Hear,
hear’, shouted the British reporters.” (Author's italics) (Daily
Graphic, 23/9/52)

j Witch-Hunt Press

Chaplin himself accentuated this differentiation when,
asked by a correspondent of the New York Herald
Tribune to comment on “his present attitude towards
Russia” ( a question pointedly stated by many British
correspondents to come from “an American journalist™)
he replied:

*1 don’t think it's the position of the Herald Tribune to
take the side of the American Government,”™

This question was repeated by Coblenz who “pointed
out to Mr. Chaplin that there was great interest in this
question in the United States”, commenting sourly that
Chaplin “was lionised by the greater part of the British
press and was receiving almost unqualified sympathy in
his difficulties with the American Department of Justice™.
(New York Herald Tribune, 24.9.52,)

Even before Chaplin’s arrival Don Iddon had referred
to the reception accorded to the premiere of Limelight
in New York:

“It's the custom here not to prnt
until after the formal premyere, but it's not the custom to
give a great artist the brush-off. New York has given
Chaplin that,” (Daily Mail, 17/9/52.)

Many journalists actively pursued the question of the
witch hunt, making points in relation to British politics.
Thus Lionel Hale, writing ironically as “a Tory and a
friend of America™ welcomed the U.S. Attorney
General’s stand since it migiit force Chaplin, “one of the
greatest artists of our era”, to live and make films here.
He added:

“Apart from the matter of human decency, it needn't worry
us very much that the Attorney General of the United
States has taken a course that will arouse universal fury by
allowing Mr. Chaplin to leave the country and then assault
him on the high seas.” (Newy Chronicle, 22/9/52.)

And the Manchester Guardian was even more explicit

on the clash between true creative genius and U.S, ruling

revicws of piciures

circles;

“Many newspaper readers . have been wondering what
15 the background 1o the United States Government's curious
treatment of Chaplin. Has he some power which
makes it necessary for the American Government to act fur-
lively against him? . He has one form of power . in a
community where talks, Chaplin has made big
money. He has power, however, which frightens
some Americans more than any amount of money. He has
the power of an who has made his *voice’ (even
when it was silent) heard all over the world, transcending
all barriers until some were deliberately built against him
in Italy and Germany during their Fascist periods.

“It 15 questionable whether he always criticised American
in particular. . . But American society, with some few
exceptions, has never hesitated about finding that the cap
fits and criticising back." (Manchester Guardian, 23/9/52.)
Chaplin himself, in his references to Britain, to his
family, to life in general, revealed at every point the
stand of a true patriot and internationalist, in contrast
to other Hollywood visitors. His affection for people,
the true roots of his art, was brought out in many of
his replies. His evocations of life in South London where
his culture originated were genuine and deeply felt:

“I was at Kennington Cross. late at night, sitting on the
kerb., The incident i8 in my new film. For the first time 1
heard and appreciated music.

"I had danced to music as a child, but never did I hear
it in terms of something, The tune You are my
honey, honey suckle. 1t touched me emotionally, It was the
most beautiful tune 1 ever heard in my life.

“A blind pianist and ‘cellist played it, and it echoed out
from an open pub door. Then they went up the Vauxhall
Rouad to another pub. I followed, becoming one of the line
of the Pied Piper.

“Then closing time came and they stopped, and there was
a terrific sadness and I went home in tears. I was seven and
now I'm 63, but I'll never forget it.” (Imterview with Bruce
Bothwell, News Chronicle, 23/9/52)

His Aim in Films

Chaplin's definition of his films stands out as sharply
opposed to the dominant trends in Hollywood and this
country, the trends towards decadence and war:

"1 make films to please people, create beauty and good
feeling, kindness, generosity and tolerance.” (Daily Tele-
graph, 23/9/52.)

The crowds which met him in London respect him
for his links with the British past, with the vigorous
culture he recalled so warmly when he asked “What
has happened to all the music hall comics with their
rousing choruses made to be sung with a pot of beer
in the hand?" (The Srar, 23.9.52),

But, in linking him with British tradition, the people
are aware how and by whom this tradition is mainly
menaced. The Daily Telegraph took the side of the
State Department in an editorial attempting to deni-
grate Chaplin who “has shown a quite marked lack of
enthusiasm for throwing in his lot with his native land™
and isolating art from life in a way rejected by the
thousands who love Chaplin:

“The fact that he is a comedian of genins is of no rele-
vance to the question of human rights.” (“L° Affaire Chaptin,™
Daily Telegraph, 23/9/51.)

Chaplin's sly wit, his buoyant confidence in dealing
with the press reflects his optimism. What he says of
himself is also true of the world peace movement :

“1 have millions and millions of friends in América ands
n few enemics—that's all.,” (Daily Mail, 24/9/523
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Cutting from "Daily Worker" dated 3rd October 1352
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Cutting from the "Daily Worker" dated 2% September 1952

Charlie’s
letters
say ‘stay
here’

From LEON GRIFFITHS
[l[..‘:-.‘[]i-:hi;'t‘% of letters @

L i B o i o o o o o G O T o g o o N N o o
* Persecution *—
Congressman

Al a meeling of Parliamen-
tarians for World Government in
London lasy night Uniled States
Congressman Adam O, Powell,
reverring to the present Chaplin
controversy, declared : * The eur-
rent persecution of Mr, Charles
Chplin by my Government shows
the need for world citizenship.”

On Wednesday he saw in the
Tale Gallery a statue of Paul
Robeson. Any American who
exhibited a bust of Robeson today
would be hauled before the Un-
American Activities Commillee,
said Mr. Powell
A LT TELEETEETEETEETEST ST ST

Charlie {s genuinely seeking to
I id publicity.
him the return to the city
birth is really n sentimental

was 230 yesterday morning
before Charlie and his 27-year
old wife Oonn got to bed after
& party at Douglas Fairbanks’
home in Kensington.

: the Old Vie
nignt Charlie was back
ng his own {folks of
and they gave him a

I
He went to t ® Vie to spe
1ie leading l: from “Lime-
light" Miss Claire Bloom, in
“ Romeo and Juliet” and found
himself near the Kennington
streel where he grew up
Aboiit 250 people were waiting
oulside when Charlie's taxi drew
Nearly half of them were
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AT, o st ihe US

\ ||“Tp"‘ (li"]’il’",‘r? ninks it |
politic to ftry ) prevent
Charles Chaplin from return-
ing to the United States

Charlie has lived in America
for 30 vears. But all this time
he has refused to become an
American citizen or embrace
the American way of life.

In a land of war hysteria,
viteh-hunting, corruption and
politica] pers n, his fear-
]f‘-L.\ voice }‘.Hj-’. o) I |J||'
I" "OFressive ¢ 11868 }Ix"\ r“n[“
have lamp n"‘u'd the sat and
the dictators, raise d up the
common man aga the rich

Now the “world bully
threatens the world’s clown.
If he returns to the land of the
“free,” he is,to be seized |
in order that the Senator
McCarthys can  coms ider
whether he is a fit and proper
pPerson to set foot in America
again

A fit su l!j
Chaplin film, this—a court of
germ generals, gangster poli-

s and fall Street

ciers sitting in judgment

! own who has mocked
them ,{‘J with the world look-
ing on.

But what more fitting com- |
ment on the great United |
States could there possibl ¥ be ?

Of one thing we can all be
certain, the entire eci \'m.-d
world will support the

et for a brilliant
f
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i runendou
welcome
awaits

Chaplin

Daily Worker Reporter

Limeligh
in London next
erly awaited |
receplion It
York.
and their four
children a oxXpe :rrr1 to stav
Hr“:am ~ at least six maont
Thev taken an expensive
5 pverlooking the Thames,at *
theySavoy Hotel, =




